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[208b] 

Copy. 

Cable. 

Mr.  Harcourt  to  Lord  Grey. 

London,  27th  July,  1911. 

]\Iy  telegram  of  to-day — on  further  consideration  in  view  of  your  telegram  of  26th 
July,  confidential,  and  of  27th  July,  most  urgent,  I am  prepared  to  acquiesce  in 
immediate  publication  of  both  papers  in  Canada  and  I hfive  informed  Fisher 
that  in  deference  to  Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier’s  wishes  I have  felt  it  right  to  do  so. 
Papers  will  be  published  here  on  Monday. 

HARCOURT 
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MEMORANDUM 

OF  CONFERENCES  BETWEEN  THE  BRITISH  ADMIRALTY  AND  REPRE- 
SENTATIVES OF  THE  DOMINIONS  OF  CANADA  AND  AUSTRALIA. 

[208c] 

The  naval  services  and  forces  of  the  Dominions  of  Canada  and  Australia  will  be 
exclusively  under  the  control  of  their  respective  Governments. 

2.  The  training  and  discipline  of  the  naval  forces  of  the  Dominions  will  be 
generally  uniform  with  the  training  and  discipline  of  the  fleet  of  the  United  King- 
dom, and,  by  arrangement,  officers  and  men  of  the  said  forces  will  be  interchangeable 
with  those  under  the  control  of  the  British  Admiralty. 

3.  The  ships  of  each  Dominion  naval  force  will  hoist  at  the  stern  the  white 
ensign  as  the  symbol  of  the  authority  of  the  Crown,  and  at  the  jack-staff  the  distinc- 
tive flag  of  the  Dominion. 

4.  The  Canadian  and  Australian  Governments  will  have  their  own  naval  stations 
as  agreed  upon  and  from  time  to  time.  The  limits  of  the  stations  are  described  in 
Schedule  (A),  Canada,  and  Schedule  (B),  Australia. 

5.  In  the  event  of  the  Canadian  or  Australian  Government  desiring  to  send  ships 
to  a part  of  the  British  Empire  outside  of  their  own  respective  stations,  they  will 
notify  the  British  Admiralty. 

6.  In  the  event  of  the  Canadian  or  Australian  Government  desiring  to  send  ships 
to  a foreign  port,  they  will  obtain  the  concurrence  of  the  Imperial  Government,  in 
order  That  the  necessary  arrangements  with  the  Foreign  Office  may  be  made,  as  in 
the  case  of  ships  of  the  British  fleet,  in  such  time  and  manner  as  is  usual  between  the 
British  Admiralty  and  the  Foreign  Office. 

7.  While  the  ships  of  the  Dominions  are  at  a foreign  port  a report  of  their 
proceedings  will  be  forwarded  by  the  officer  in  command  to  the  Commander-in-Chief 
on  the  station  or  to  the  British  Admiralty.  The  officer  in  command  of  a Dominion 
ship  so  long  as  he  remains  in  the  foreign  port  will  obey  any  instructions  he  may 
receive  from  the  Government  of  the  United  Kingdom  as  to  the  conduct  of  inter- 
national matters  that  may  arise,  the  Dominion  Government  being  informed. 

8.  The  Commanding  Officer  of  a Dominion  ship  having  put  into  a foreign  port 
without  previous  arrangement  on  account  of  stress  of  weather,  damage,  or  any 
unforeseen  emergency  will  report  his  arrival  and  reason  for  calling  to  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  the  station  or  to  the  Admiralty,  and  will  obey,  so  long  as  he  remains  in 
the  foreign  port,  any  instructions  he  may  receive  from  the  Government  of  the  United 
Kingdom  as  to  his  relations  with  the  authorities,  the  Dominion  Government  being- 
informed. 

9.  When  a ship  of  the  British  Admiralty  meets  a ship  of  the  Dominions,  the 
senior  officer  will  have  the  right  of  command  in  matters  of  ceremony  or  international 
intercourse,  or  where  united  action  is  agreed  upon,  but  will  have  no  power  to  direct 
the  movements  of  ships  of  the  other  service  unless  the  ships  are  ordered  to  co-operate 
by  mutual  arrangement. 

10.  In  foreign  ports  the  senior  officer  will  take  command,  but  not  so  as  to  inter- 
fere with  the  orders  that  the  junior  may  have  received  from  his  own  Government. 

11.  When  a court-martial  has  to  be  ordered  by  a Dominion  and  a sufficient  number 
of  officers  are  not  available  in  the  Dominion  service  at  the  time,  the  British  Admiralty, 
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if  requested,  will  make  the  necessary  arrangements  to  enable  a Court  to  be  formed. 
Provision  will  be  made  by  order  of  His  Majesty  in  Council  and  by  the  Dominion 
Governments  respectively  to  define  the  conditions  under  which  officers  of  the  different 
services  are  to  sit  on  joint  courts-martial. 

12.  The  British  Admiralty  undertakes  to  lend  to  the  Dominion  during-  the  period 
of  development  of  their  services,  under  conditions  to  be  agreed  upon,  such  flag  officer 
and  other  officers  and  men  as  may  be  needed.  In  their  selections  preference  will  be 
given  to  officers  and  men  coming  from,  or  connected  with,  the  Dominions,  but  they 
should  all  be  volunteers  for  the  service. 

13.  The  service  of  officers  of  the  British  fleet  in  the  Dominion  naval  forces  or 
of  officers  of  these  forces  in  the  British  fleet,  will  count  in  all  respects  for  promotion, 
pay,  retirement,  &e.,  as  service  in  their  respective  forces. 

14.  In  order  to  determine  all  questions  of  seniority  that  may  arise,  the  names 
of  all  officers  will  be  shown  in  the  Navy  List  and  their  seniority  determined  by  the 
date  of  their  commissions,  whichever  is  the  earlier,  in  the  British,  Canadian,  or 
Australian  services. 

15.  It  is  desirable,  in  the  interests  of  efficiency  and  co-operation,  that  arrange- 
ments should  be  made  from  time  to  time  between  the  British  Admiralty  and  the 
Dominions  for  the  ships  of  the  Dominions  to  take  part  in  fleet  exercises  or  for  any 
other  joint  training  considered  necessary  under  the  Senior  Naval  Officer.  While  so 
employed,  the  ships  will  he  under  the  command  of  that  officer  who  would  not,  however, 
interfere  in  the  internal  economy  of  ships  of  another  service  further  than  absolutely 
necessary. 

16.  In  time  of  war,  when  the  naval  service  of  a Dominion,  or  any  part  thereof, 
has  been  put  at  the  disposal  of  the  Imperial  Government  by  the  Dominion  authorities, 
the  ships  will  form  an  integral  part  of  the  British  fleet,  and  will  remain  under  the 
control  of  the  British  Admiralty  during  the  continuance  of  the  war. 

17.  The  Dominions  having  applied  to  their  naval  forces  the  King’s  Regulations 
and  Admiralty  Instructions  and  the  Naval  Discipline  Act,  the  British  Admiralty 
and  Dominion  Governments  will  communicate  to  each  other  any  changes  which  they 
propose  to  make  in  those  Regulations  or  that  Act. 

'June,  1934. 

SCHEDULE  (A). 

CANADA. 

The  Canadian  Atlantic  Station  will  include  the  waters  north  of  30°  north  lati- 
tude and  west  of  the  meridian  of  40°  west  longitude. 

The  Canadian  Pacific  Station  will  include  the  waters  north  of  30°  north  latitude 
and  east  of  the  meridian  of  180°  longitude. 


SCHEDULE  (B). 

AUSTRALIA. 

The  Australian  Naval  Station  will  include — 

On  the  north — from  95°  east  longitude  by  the  parallel  of  13°  south  latitude  to 
320°  east  longitude,  thence  north  to  13°  south  latitude,  thence  to  the  boundary  with 
Dutch  Now  Guinea  on  the  south  coast  in  about  longitude  341°  east,  thence  along  the 
coast  of  British  New  Guinea  to  the  boundary  with  German  New  Guinea  in  latitude 
8°  south,  thence  to  155°  east  longitude. 
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On  the  east — by  the  meridian  of  155°  east  longitude  to  15°  south  latitude,  thence 
to  28°  south  latitude  on  the  meridian  of  170°  east  longitude,  thence  south  to  32° 
south  latitude,  thence  west  to  the  meridian  of  160°  east  longitude,  thence  south. 

On  the  south— by  the  Antarctic  Circle. 

On  the  west — by  the  meridian  of  95°  east  longitude. 


